The comprehensive child health care centres in the Sudan.
In 1963, Morley initiated the concept of clinics for children under five years old. This paper describes our experience in applying that concept in Omdurman town (Sudan) where existing maternity and child health centres and hospitals in the area were involved in the scheme. It was found necessary to establish a main centre to develop methodology and to provide a specialized training of staff. The medical problems were similar to those described by Morley. The approach to their solution was essentially the same except that we used more professional staff and placed more emphasis on nutrition education than hitherto advocated. It is concluded that, in theory, Morley's concept provides a system of comprehensive child health care which suits the needs of developing countries. But our adaptation of Morley's ideas to existing health structures, even on the small scale we achieved in Omdurman, was difficult because of the high initial and running costs and in view of the long established dichotomy between curative and preventive medicine.